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PSY 366: Cognitive Psychology

Class Activity C

Articles: (1) Cowan, N. (1993). Activation, attention, and short-term memory. Memory & Cognition, 21, 162-167.


   (2) Baddeley, A. (1992). Working memory. Science, 255, 556-559.
Please answer the following questions using complete sentences and your own words. Do NOT use direct quotes or paraphrased answers that are nearly identical to the text. Answers must by typed.

1. How does Cowan characterize the memory system and attention (see Figure 1)? Use everyday examples to illustrate the three aspects of the system. (3 points)
2. Briefly describe the basic task used by Cowan to investigate the relation between attention and short-term memory.  What are his two conclusions based on findings from this task? (4 points)
3. Why did Cowan investigate attention and memory in children? How does he explain individual differences in children’s (and adults’) memory span? (2 points)
4. Describe the three parts of Baddeley’s working memory model. Illustrate by noting an activity or task that would engage each part. (4 points)
5. What is a dual-task paradigm? How is it used to test the characteristics of Baddeley’s slave systems? What are the general findings? (3 points)
6. How does Baddeley’s working memory model differ from Cowan’s model? Be sure to note at least two similarities and two differences. Which model do you think comes closer to explaining working memory? Please support your argument. (4 points)
