PSY 213 Lifespan Development

Study Questions for Unit 2: Child Development
Chapter 4: Cognitive Development in Early Childhood

1. What does it mean to describe Piaget’s theory as a constructive, stage theory? What are the stages?

2. According to Piaget, what is a scheme? What are accommodation and assimilation? Give an example of each process.

3. What is the sensorimotor period? List and define each substage, including examples of development within each substage.

4. What are circular reactions? What is object permanence, and how is it related to the A-not-B error?
5. What is the preoperational stage? What are the characteristics of preoperational thought? How do preoperational children do on conservation and hierarchical inclusion problems? (Be sure you know what these tasks are.)
6. Why is language so important for Vygotsky’s theory? What is internalization? What is scaffolding and how does it work?
7. What is the zone of proximal development?
8. Describe the four components of language.
9. What is speech segmentation? Why is it necessary?
10. What is categorical speech perception? How do infants younger than 1 year and older people compare in terms of categorical speech perception abilities? Why?
11. Briefly summarize two factors that help children determine the referent of a word. What is infant-directed speech?

12. List and describe milestones of language development in the first two years. 

13. Briefly summarize three theoretical explanations of language development.
Chapter 5: Socioemotional Development in Early Childhood

1. Briefly describe the development of emotional expression in infancy.

2. Summarize age-related changes in smiling over the first year of life.
3. What is empathy? When does it emerge? 

4. What is self-awareness? When does it emerge? Describe the rouge test and toddlers’ response.

5. What is social referencing?

6. Define temperament, including its components. Describe the three infant temperaments identified by Thomas and Chess.
7. According to Bowlby, what is attachment? What caregiver factors determine attachment style?
8. What is the strange situation? 

9. List and describe the four forms of attachment displayed by infants. 

10. What are the long-term effects of an infant’s attachment? How does daycare influence attachment?

11. What are stranger anxiety and separation anxiety? When are these behaviors common?

12. Briefly describe the development of play from birth through 2 years. 

13. Briefly describe gender labeling, stability, and constancy. When do children understand these notions? 

14. What is gender -typing? What role do parents play in this process?
15. What are gender schemas? How do they affect children’s behavior?
16. What are basic trust and autonomy? According to Erikson, why are they important?
Chapter 6: Cognitive and Physical Development in Middle Childhood

1. Describe the concrete operational stage of development. What is an operation?

2. How do children in the concrete operational stage perform on conservation, class inclusion, and seriation tasks?

3. Describe the formal operational stage of development. How does it differ from the concrete operational stage?

4. Briefly describe the development of memory strategies, including rehearsal, organization, and elaboration. Give an example of each strategy.

5. What is metacognition?

6. Briefly describe the psychometric and cultural ecologist approaches to the study of intelligence. 

7. Describe Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences, including its components.

8. What is dynamic testing? Why is it useful?
9. What is intelligence quotient (IQ)? What are the statistical characteristics of IQ scores?
10. Describe three factors predicted by IQ.
11. How does IQ vary across ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender, and generation? What is the Flynn effect? 
12. What genetic and environmental factors influence IQ? What is test bias, and how can it be minimized?
13. What are creativity and divergent thinking?
