Protocol for PSY 331 Map Alignment Study—Spring 2009

I. Set Up
a. Check sign up board to find names of participants for our study (Dragon).

b. Randomly assign participant to map alignment condition by rolling a die (1 or 2 = aligned, 3 or 4 = misaligned, 5 or 6 = control/free). Choose expectation order by rolling a die (1 or 2 = easy, difficult, control; 3 or 4 = difficulty, control, easy, 5 or 6 = control, easy, difficult). Record these set up details on 6 blank route sheets. Also, record ID number (get the ID# from the list kept with the master participant list) demographic questionnaire and 3 circle pointing sheets. Also prepare consent forms (2), debriefing statement, blue card, pens and pencils for each participant. Be sure stopwatch and maps for studying are ready (aligned, misaligned, or face down in a tilted orientation in the control/free condition).

II. Greeting and Informed Consent

a. Participant will arrive at designated room (8B). Introduce yourself and double check that the participant is here for our study at this time. 

b. Verbally explain the study by reading through the informed consent form with the participants (read the highlighted copy, ask participant to follow along using a blank copy). 

c. Participants sign consent form if wish to participate. Offer second copy if participants want to keep one.

III. Procedure

a. Read the following instructions at the beginning of the session: 

Your task will be to learn designated routes through the basement of DeGarmo Hall. You will view several maps, one at a time. Each map includes a designated route. The O marks your starting location, and the X marks your destination. Take as much time as you need to study the highlighted route on each map. Please begin when I say, “Go,” and notify me when you are finished studying. (If aligned or misaligned condition, add, “Please do not move the map.”). After you have finished studying, you will be asked to recreate each route by drawing it on a blank map. Later, you will be asked to indicate the locations of landmarks and answer demographic questions. Do you have any questions before we begin?

b. Read the following instructions at the beginning of each trial, paying careful attention to difficulty expectation: 
Control Trials: Please take as much time as you need to study the highlighted route on this map. Begin when I say, “Go,” and notify me when you are finished studying.

Easy Trials: Please take as much time as you need to study the highlighted route on this map. This route is relatively easy. Begin when I say, “Go,” and notify me when you are finished studying.

Difficult Trials: Please take as much time as you need to study the highlighted route on this map. This route is relatively difficult. Begin when I say, “Go,” and notify me when you are finished studying.
c. Read the following instructions when participants are finished studying the first route: (be sure the blank map is always aligned at test; can shorten description on remaining trials if participant understands task)

Now, your task is to recreate the route you just studied by drawing it on this blank map. Please do not pick up your pencil once you begin drawing the route, though you can correct your markings as needed.

d. Read the instructions printed at the top of the circle pointing task when participants are finished drawing all 6 routes and ready for the circle pointing task (give participant the first copy to follow along as you read instructions; note page 2 is the same with new locations; note page 3 is campus locations).
e. Read the following instructions when participants finish all 3 circle pointing sheets: Please answer these demographic questions.

(over, please)

IV. Closing

a. Quickly look over each participant’s sheets to be sure the routes, dots and numbers, and questions are legible. It is important to be sure that participants labeled the dots on the circle pointing sheets.

b. Read a copy of the debriefing statement (offer another copy if participant wants to keep one) and thank him/her for participating. 

c. Sign the blue card (in ink) and have participant write his or her name on it. 

a. Complete the master participant list and note the ID # to be used next on the “Start with ID #”list. File the consent forms, routes, circle pointing sheets, and demographic form, put away any other materials, turn off the lights, and make sure lab is locked if you are the last one to leave.
Aligned: Teacher Education Center at top of page and writing right side up (bound at top)

Misaligned: Teacher Education Center at bottom of page and writing upside down (bound at top)

Free: maps placed face down in a random orientation on each trial

Trial 1: Red route

Trial 2: Purple route

Trial 3: Yellow route

Trial 4: Orange route

Trial 5: Green route

Trial 6: Blue route
