PSY 331.07

Peer Review Process
1. Turn in THREE COPIES of your paper draft with your ID# (NOT your name) on them.

2. During the following class period, students will review two papers. Dr. Hund will pseudo-randomly assign papers to pairs for review (making sure that no one reviews his/her own paper). First, pairs of students will work together to review the two papers. Each student will read the papers and write a brief critique for each one (a paragraph outlining strengths and weaknesses written on separate sheets of paper), as well as providing editorial comments. The pair will discuss their critiques and provide additional comments as needed. Second, each student will review one of these papers in greater depth (each member of the pair will select a different one of the papers). This critique should include specific details regarding strengths and weaknesses, suggestions for improvement, and editorial comments (a few paragraphs written on another sheet of paper). Reviewers should include their ID# on each critique.

3. Dr. Hund will review the drafts and provide comments. Dr. Hund will also review the peer critiques to grade the quality of reviewing.

4. Your peer review is worth 10 points. This grade reflects the quality of the critique, not the quality of the papers being reviewed. 

5. When paper drafts are returned, students will receive two in depth critiques from their peers. They will also receive feedback from the professor. 15 points of your paper grade reflects the quality of drafts and improvements based on reviewers’ comments.

Notes for Reviewing Content 

See APA style handout for specific information to be included in each section

1. Does the opening paragraph capture your attention and provide a general overview of the problem and its importance?

2. Is relevant literature reviewed in enough detail so you can understand the issues being studied? Does the review outline the problem, describe related issues, and lead you to the present study smoothly?

3. Does the Introduction include an overview of the purpose and procedure of the present study?

4. Are the hypotheses and predictions clear? Do they logically follow from the summary of previous work and description of the present study?

5. Does the Results section include relevant details about Participants, Apparatus and Materials, and Design and Procedure? (see APA style handout for specifics)

Notes for Reviewing Style and Writing

1. Is the overall tone of the paper appropriate for this type of writing (formal and scientific, not full of jargon, clear and concise)?

2. Are the components in the correct order (with appropriate headings)?

3. Is the paper clear and free of errors? (Can you use the Method section to reconstruct the apparatus and to know exactly what participants in the study experienced?)

4. Does the paper avoid plagiarism? (see notes below)

5. Is the paper free of spelling and grammar errors? (see notes below for a few common errors) 

A Note About Plagiarism

It is extremely important that your paper consists entirely of your own writing. There are two reasons for this. First, it is intellectually dishonest to claim credit for someone else’s writing. Second, I cannot evaluate what you have learned unless you express your ideas in your own words. Many students plagiarize papers without realizing that they are doing so, and it is therefore necessary to describe what plagiarism really means. Obviously, if you copy an entire paper from some other source, that is plagiarism. But it is also plagiarism to copy a single paragraph or even a single sentence. It is even plagiarism to change the individual words but copy the structure of someone else’s paragraph or sentence. A common form of plagiarism (and one that should be avoided) is a mixture of copying and paraphrasing, as exemplified by the following sentences:

Original sentence from published work: “Without an attentional mechanism that can bind together the features of a given object, incorrect combinations of features are likely to be perceived. Thus, just as in FIT, this analysis suggests that illusory conjunctions are likely to occur in the absence of attention.”

Plagiarized version: Without attention to bind together the features, incorrect combinations of features are likely to be perceived. That is, illusory conjunctions are likely to occur in the absence of attention.

It is easy to detect this sort of plagiarism. If I discover any plagiarism in your paper, your grade will be lowered significantly and you may face severe sanctions from the University. The best way to avoid accidentally plagiarizing a paper is to write your paper on the basis of your memory and not to look at any books or journal articles while you are writing. You should also be careful when looking at your notes, because your notes may contain exact duplicates of phrases from published works. After you have written a draft of your paper, you should then go back to the published works to make sure that your memory was correct.

Tips for Avoiding Common Writing Errors

Number agreement

Rule: Do not combine singular and plural forms of words in the same sentence. Subjects and verbs must agree, even when clauses separate them in a sentence.
Wrong: Everyone reported their scores to the experimenter.
Poor: Everyone reported his score to the experimenter.
Better: Everyone reported his or her score to the experimenter.
Best: The participants reported their scores to the experimenter.
These words are singular: either, neither, every, each, everyone, nobody, no one, none

Wrong: Neither of the responses were correct.
Right: Neither response was correct.

Wrong: Every participant saw their score at the end of the session.

Right: Scores were shown to every participant at the end of the session.
Wrong: No one knows what they should be doing for this assignment.

Right: No one knows how to do this assignment.
Rule: Do not combine singular and plural nouns and pronouns in the same sentence.

Wrong: Each participant viewed a series of cards before they made a response.
Right: Each participant viewed a series of cards before he/she made a response.
Right: Participants viewed a series of cards before they made a response.
Right: Participants viewed a series of cards before making a response.

Wrong: The participant signed a form giving their voluntary consent to participate.
Right: The participant signed a form giving his/her voluntary consent to participate.
Right: Participants signed consent forms giving their voluntary consent to participate.
Right: Participants signed consent forms giving voluntary consent to participate.
Recommendations: Often, it is simpler to use plural nouns and pronouns to avoid cumbersome he/she or his/her constructions. It is acceptable to describe the task by discussing what participants did, even if they participated one at a time. After writing your paper, do a global search for they and their to make sure that they are used correctly.
Gender

Rule: Don’t indicate gender unless it is relevant.

Wrong: Everyone reported his score to the experimenter.
Wrong: The capacity of man’s short-term memory is 7 items.
Right: Each male participant received a green form and each female participant received a purple form.

Commas

Rule: Use commas when appropriate. Sometimes a comma should be omitted, whereas other times including a comma may help to improve your writing. 

Use a comma when separating main clauses: 

Wrong: We are here on this planet once and we might as well get a feel for the place. 

Right: We are here on this planet once, and we might as well get a feel for the place. 

 

Set off parenthetical material within commas. 

Wrong: Sometimes people gossip as Barbara Walters has observed because they want to be interesting. 

Right: Sometimes people gossip, as Barbara Walters has observed, because they want to be interesting. 

 

Avoid unnecessary commas. 

Wrong: The facts were selected, and organized with care. 

Right: The facts were selected and organized with care. 

 

Wrong: The Air Force debunked UFO sightings, but, millions of Americans didn't listen. 

Right: The Air Force debunked UFO sightings, but millions of Americans didn't listen.

Use commas to separate dialogue from the rest of the text. The initial comma goes before the opening quotation mark, whereas the ending punctuation goes inside the closing quote. The first letter of the text within the quotation marks should be capitalized.

Wrong: The professor said “I wish dialogue were easier to write.”
Wrong: The professor said, “I wish dialogue were easier to write”.
Right: The professor said, “I wish dialogue were easier to write.”
Comma splices

Rule: If two halves of a sentence are both complete sentences, then they cannot be connected into a single sentence with a comma. In other words, if you can legally use a period instead of a comma, then you must use a period (or a semicolon, or “, and” or some other approach). This error is called a comma splice.

Wrong: My trip over spring break was fun and relaxing, therefore I’m ready to work hard for the rest of the term.
Right: My trip over spring break was fun and relaxing. Therefore, I’m ready to work hard for the rest of the term.

Right: My trip over spring break was fun and relaxing, and therefore I’m ready to work hard for the rest of the term.
The comma splice error occurs primarily with “therefore,” “thus,” and “however.”

Recommendation: After writing your paper, do a global search for these words and make sure that they are used correctly.

Singular/Plural

Singular: Datum, stimulus, criterion

Plural: Data, stimuli, criteria

Fragments

Rule: Do not write fragmented sentences. Every sentence needs a subject and a predicate. 

Wrong: And for days tried to change my mind. (no subject) 

Right: For days he/she/it tried to change my mind. 

Apostrophes

Do not confuse "its" and "it's." "Its" is the possessive form of "it," whereas "it's" is a contraction for "it is." 

Wrong: Its time for a change. 

Right: It's time for a change. 

 

Wrong: What is it's purpose? 

Right: What is its purpose? 

Use apostrophes in the appropriate place to indicate possession. A word ending in "s" has an apostrophe at the end of the word; otherwise, place an apostrophe followed by "s" to indicate possession. 

Wrong: The student's faculty advisor was very committed to their learning. 

Right: The students' faculty advisor was very committed to their learning. (if more than one student) 

Right: The student's faculty advisor was very committed to her learning. (if only one female student) 

 

Do not use an apostrophe to indicate a plural form of a word. Only use it to indicate possession. 

Wrong: The student's all have busy schedules. 

Right: The students all have busy schedules. 

Affect and Effect

Do not confuse "effect" and "affect." "Effect" is typically a noun, meaning some consequence or result. "Affect" is typically a verb, meaning to bring about an effect. (But note that "affect" also can be a noun meaning emotional expression, and  "effect" can be used as a verb to mean to cause something to come into being.) 

Wrong: The experimental manipulation caused an interesting affect.

Right: The experimental manipulation caused an interesting effect.

 

Wrong: The intervention did not effect the behavior of the therapy group. 

Right: The intervention did not affect the behavior of the therapy group. 

There, Their, and They’re

There indicates place, their indicates possession, they’re = they are.

Two, to, and too

Two is a number, to is a preposition or can be used as part of an infinitive verb, too is an adverb, meaning also or more than enough.  

Making Comparisons

When making comparisons (e.g., better than, faster than, different from), be sure to include the two pieces of information that were compared. Also, be sure to use the appropriate comparison word (usually than, never then; exception: from goes with different).

Wrong: Nine-year-olds were significantly faster to recall the street names.

Right: Nine-year-olds were significantly faster than were 7-year-olds at recalling the street names.

The abbreviation v. or vs. (e.g., Roe v. Wade; ISU vs. WIU) stands for versus, not verse. 

Wrong: We compared the effectiveness of landmark verse cardinal directions.
Right: We compared the effectiveness of landmark versus cardinal directions.
