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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to describe and model APA style of writing for academic reports.  Each section of an APA style paper is described.  The abstract summarizes the main points of the paper in 120 words or less.  The purpose of the introduction is to discuss the research topic and hypotheses, as well as the support for these hypotheses.  The method is written in subsections: participants, design, materials, and procedure.  The experiment should be described in enough detail to replicate it.  The results section describes the data and any statistical tests used.  The discussion restates the hypotheses, giving evidence if they are supported.  The current paper provides a model for writing and organizing APA style papers.

Introduction to APA Publication 

Style for Experimental Psychology


The introduction should justify your study considering the previous work in the area under investigation (Lagrave, 1993).  You need to identify the specific problem your work addresses.  To accomplish this, introductions are generally written in three major parts.


The first section of your introduction usually consists of one paragraph in which you introduce the problem of interest.  Why is this study being done?  What is the reason for all of this work?  What question needs to be answered?


The second section of your introduction develops the problem.  Logically develop the continuity between your current study and the previous research related to your study.  Build the case for your work.  This is the meat of the introduction.  Your major points must be systematically presented.  To do an adequate job on this section you need to thoroughly examine the articles you will discuss.


The third section of the introduction states the purpose and the rationale for your specific piece of research.  Include the definition of variables (but not an explanation) and a formal statement of your hypothesis--not the null hypothesis.  Defend your hypothesis (briefly) and explain how it relates to and how it is different from previous work.


While writing your introduction, remember that you are making an argument supporting your work.  Make sure it is clear why the current study is being conducted.

Method


The purpose of the method section is to explain what was done in the experiment and how it was accomplished.  It needs to provide the reader with enough information to perform three evaluations of your work.  The reader should be able to (a) evaluate the appropriateness of your methods, (b) determine the validity of your results, and (c) replicate your experiment if so desired.  In general, the method section has three parts, but for this class a fourth section has been added.  See the Appendix for some general writings hints.  The entire method section should be written in the past tense.

Participants


Describe who participated in your experiment--how many there were and what was the selection process.  If known, give numbers broken down by gender.  Also describe the compensation the participants received.

Design


This section is not usually included in journal articles, but it should help you understand what is going on in the lab report.  Explain clearly the independent and dependent variables and how they are measured.  Correctly state what kind (bivalent, multivalent, or factorial) of experiment this is.

Materials


Describe the apparatus or materials used in the experiment.    Describe the stimuli that were presented.  What were they?  How many were there?  How were they designed?  Provide examples of the stimuli when possible.  Give a citation if the stimuli have been used in previous research.

Procedure


What was the process by which you performed your experiment?  Summarize each step of the experiment.  How were items manipulated?  Summarize the instructions.  How was the dependent variable measured?  How did you observe and debrief the participants?

Results


You should begin your results section with a statement of you dependent measure.  In addition, in your results section you should describe the analysis conducted on your data.  Also, report the outcome of the analyses (e.g., means, standard deviations, t values, F values, etc.).  Know the correct format for reporting statistics.  Tables and figures may accompany your results section.  Use tables or figures when they more clearly display results.  Never include the same data in both a table and a figure (McBride, 1997).

Discussion


The first part of your discussion should review the hypotheses you stated in the introduction and you should state which hypotheses were supported by the data.  State which analyses provided the support for a particular hypothesis.  


In the second part of the discussion section you should compare your results to past studies, particularly studies discussed in the introduction.  If the results are not the same, discuss possible reasons for the difference.


Lastly, in your discussion section you should discuss the validity of your study.  Were there any possible confounding variables that could have affected your results?  If so, what were they and how did they specifically affect your data?  You may also want to propose future research.


The discussion section is less rigid than the other sections in format.  You have more freedom here to discuss any relevant issues pertaining to your study.
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Appendix

General Information Checklist

______________________________________________________________________

8 1/2 X 11 inch good quality paper  

Use 1 inch margins 

All text double-spaced

No misaligned pages from the printer

No low resolution printers

No handwritten corrections

Indent paragraphs five letter spaces (this can be more than five space bar strikes on a word processor program)

No hyphenated broken words

Left margin justification for body of text

Do not right justify - leave right margin broken

Number all pages except figures

Include a separate page for figure captions

Correctly present numbers, including statistical copy 

Use the metric system for all measurements

Use past tense to describe aspects of the study

Avoid sexist language 

Spell check your work

Maintain correct subject-verb agreement

Do not underline words (italicize them)

Know the proper procedure for citations

Carefully reference every work used in your paper

