Illinois State University            Informed Consent (Adult Participants)


Dept. of Psychology

Principal Investigator:  Dr. Alycia M. Hund

PLEASE READ THIS DOCUMENT CAREFULLY.  ALL PARTICIATION IS VOLUNTARY.  SIGN YOUR NAME BELOW ONLY IF YOU AGREE TO PARTICIPATE AND YOU FULLY UNDERSTAND YOUR RIGHTS.  YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED FOR PARTICIPATION.  YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE TO GIVE YOUR CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH.  FOR THIS PROJECT, YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE TO PARTICIPATE.  IF YOU DESIRE A COPY OF THIS CONSENT FORM, WE WILL PROVIDE ONE.

The policy of the Department of Psychology is that all research participation in the Department is voluntary, and you have the right to withdraw at any time, without prejudice, should you object to the nature of the research. Your responses are confidential. Any report of the data collected will be in summary form, without identifying individuals. You are entitled to ask questions and to receive an explanation after your participation. You are free to withdraw your participation at any time without penalty.

Purpose of the Study:  The purpose of this experiment is to study how landmarks influence memory for locations. We are only interested in an evaluation of this factor.  We are not interested in any specific individual.

Description of the Study:  During this experiment, you will be asked to learn the locations of several objects on a small surface. Then, you will be asked to replace the objects as accurately as you can.  This experiment involves one session, which lasts approximately 20-30 minutes.

Confidentiality:  You will be assigned an ID number, which will protect your identity.  All data will be kept in secure files, in accord with the standards of the University, Federal regulations, and the American Psychological Association.  No identifying information will be stored with your data.  It is not individual’s responses that interest us; we are studying the cognitive processes of people in general.

Possible Risks:  There are no foreseeable risks or discomforts beyond those experienced in everyday life.  Your data will be kept completely confidential.  There is a slight risk of the loss of confidentiality of the responses given during this study.  The experiment is kept short (less than one hour) to reduce your mental or physical fatigue.  You are free to discontinue the experiment at any time.

Possible Benefits:  A) When your participation is complete, you will be given an opportunity to learn about this research, which may be useful to you in your course or in understanding yourself and others.  B) You will have an opportunity to contribute to psychological science by participating in this research.  C) You have the opportunity to earn credit in your course.  See your instructor for details.

Opportunities to Question:  

Any technical questions about this research may be directed to the Principal Investigator (Dr. Alycia M. Hund, 309-438-7863).  Data should be fully available by Spring of 2005.  Any questions regarding your rights as a research participant or research-related injuries may be directed to Bruce Deason (Research, Ethics, and Compliance, 309-438-8451).

Opportunities to Withdraw at Will:

If you decide now, or at any point, to withdraw this consent or stop participating, you are free to do so at no penalty or loss of benefit to yourself.

I have read the statements above, understand the same, and voluntarily sign this form.  I understand that I am entitled to receive a copy of this consent form if I wish (Please ask the experimenter).

____________________________________

________________________

Signature of Participant




Date

