Research Project Guidelines
PSY 340 – Dr. Kim Schneider
Fall 2010
Your research project will be based on one of three topics. You will be assigned 1 of these topics in class Oct. 22nd . Each topic has a set of research questions and a data file. You must answer ALL the research questions within your project. Please access the 340 homepage and click on the link to see information on your specific topic once it has been assigned.  
You are to (a) generate a research hypothesis for each research question in your topic, (b) choose an appropriate statistical test for testing each hypothesis, (c) conduct each hypothesis test using SPSS, (d) and interpret the SPSS output. (A formal hypothesis test must be conducted for each hypothesis you make – that is, be sure to state your research hypothesis for each question at the end of your Introduction, test the hypothesis with an appropriate statistic, and report whether you have found significant results or not.) You are then to write a 4-5 page (not including title page and abstract) research report describing your participants and results and interpreting the results in discussion format.
The research project is due no later than Friday, Dec. 10th, in class. The project is worth 120 points.
The research report must be written in APA style. This means typed and double spaced, and it must include the following sections:
· Title page
· Abstract
· Introduction section that provides a short summary of the research questions and the research hypotheses. You do not need to conduct a literature review. Use the introduction to summarize the nature of the general study, your research questions, and clearly state your research hypotheses at the end of this section.
· Method section that describes the sample, methods of measuring variables, and the data collection procedure (note that you can make up details regarding the data collection procedure – this is not given to you, but what seems plausible to you?)
· Results section that (a) describes the variables using descriptive statistics, (b) reports the results of the hypothesis tests, and (c) provides appropriate indices of effect size – where applicable.
· Discussion section that explains what the results of the study mean, provides limitations of the study (e.g., consider power issues if you have some nonsignificant findings), and suggests future research studies in this area (use your creativity here to suggest what kinds of studies you would do as next steps)
· Reference list, if needed (you most likely will not need references)
· Any necessary tables or figures
To help you with APA style, check out the guide for writing research reports in APA style developed by Dr. Kahn and posted on the 340 homepage. You should also consult a copy of the APA manual if needed.

It is important to note that you are not being asked to conduct thorough literature reviews or conduct extensive library research. Thus, your Introduction section may be very short (less than one page). Focus most of your efforts on the Results and Discussion sections, as these are the sections that rely most on the statistical analyses covered in PSY 340. If you find that the description of each research question and data set below are not sufficient to address one of the above items, please feel free to embellish a bit but keep an eye on keeping it as realistic as possible. If you lack required information, please contact the instructor.
When you open your SPSS data set, remember to click on the tab for ‘variable view’ to view information about the coding of each variable. This will help you interpret whether 1=male or female, etc. Start there to gather information about the measurement and nature of each variable, but ask me if anything about the variables is left unclear.
Grading will primarily be based on:
· providing good detail regarding the research questions and research hypotheses
· clearly describing the sample, measures, and data-collection procedure
· selecting the correct statistical procedures to test your hypotheses
· conducting and reporting the data analyses properly, including reporting results of hypothesis tests and relevant effect sizes
· interpreting the results of these analyses properly
· providing thoughtful limitations and ideas for future research
· adhering to the general format of APA style
· clarity of writing, including flow of ideas, sentence structure, and lack of spelling and grammatical errors
 (
Note: You will be assigned one of the projects in class on 
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. If you miss that class, please email or see Dr. Schneider for an assignment – do not choose your own!
)Even though many of you will work on the same option, this is not designed to be a collaborative activity. Please direct any questions to the instructor or TAs. Any evidence of collaboration between students is evidence of academic dishonesty.

SEE the link on the 340 homepage for each project’s 5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS and a separate link for your dataset.  You must answer/address each of the 5 questions within your project/data.


